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REPORT. 


The  Council  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the 
Annual  General  Assembly  their  Eeport  for  the  past  year. 

I.  The  Annual  Exhibition  was  opened  on  the  15th  Febru-  Exhibition, 
ary,  and  closed  on  the  10th  May.  In  point  of  attendance 
of  visitors,  it  was  successful — considerably  beyond  the 
average ; and  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  favourable  public 
opinion  regarding  it  was  furnished  by  the  fact  that  the  sales  of 
Works  of  Art  were  unprecedentedly  numerous.  The  Council’s 
Eeport  of  1871  stated  that  the  sales  of  that  year  were  greatly 
in  advance  of  those  of  1870  ; while  last  year’s  Eeport  showed 
that  the  sales  of  1872  exceeded  those  of  1871  by  a sum  little 
short  of  £1000.  The  increase  during  this  year  has  been 
still  greater  than  during  last  year — the  sales  exceeding  those 
of  last  year  by  £1400.  The  Council  have  confidence  in 
stating  that  nowhere  out  of  London  do  the  sales  of  the  works 
of  British  artists  approach  in  number  and  importance  those 
which  are  made  from  the  walls  of  our  Annual  Exhibitions. 

The  increase  of  sales  which  is  steadily  taking  place  appears 
to  the  Council  very  gratifying,  not  only  because  it  shows  the 
public  sense  of  the  excellence  of  the  Academy’s  Exhibitions, 
but  because  it  evinces  a growing  love  of  Art  in  the  com- 
munity. 

The  Exhibition  was  enriched  by  a number  of  works  of 
distinguished  excellence  by  Millais,  Eaed,  Frith,  and  other 
non-resident  artists.  One  of  these,  viz..  Frith’s  “ Marriage 
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The  Dinner. 


The  Library. 


of  the  Prince  of  Wales/'  was  graciously  lent  for  exhibition 
by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  To  Her  Majesty  the  Council 
have  expressed  the  grateful  sense  they  entertain  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  interest  which  she  has  so  often  before  gra- 
ciously manifested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Academy. 

II.  The  Annual  Dinner  took  place  in  the  Galleries  on 
the  evening  of  the  14th  February,  wdien  the  President  and 
Council  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a large  and  dis- 
tinguished company. 

III.  The  following  extract  from  the  Eeport  of  the  Librarian 
and  Curators  shows  the  principal  additions  which  have  been 
made  to  the  Library  during  the  past  year  : — 

44  ‘A  Concise  History  of  Painting,’  by  Mrs.  Charles  Heaton 
(London,  1873).  4 The  Scott  Exhibition,  1871. — Catalogue  of  the 

Exhibition  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  and  August  1871,  on  occa- 
sion of  the  Commemoration  of  the  Centenary  of  the  Birth  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott’  (Edinburgh,  1872),  presented  by  the  Committee. 
4 Vie  Militaire  et  Religieuse  au  Moyen  Age,’  par  Paul  Lacroix 
(Paris,  1873).  4 The  Four  Evangelists,’  Arabic  and  Latin,  with 

woodcuts  after  Antonio  Tempesta  ; edited  by  Alfred  Aspland  for  the 
Holbein  Society,  1873.  4 A View  of  the  British  Empire,  more 

especially  Scotland,’  by  John  Knox,  two  vols.  (London  and  Edin- 
burgh, 1785).  4 Notes  of  the  Early  History  of  the  Royal  Scottish 

Academy,’  by  Sir  George  Harvey,  P.R.S.A.,  2d  edition  (Edinburgh, 
1873).  4 The  First  Public  Exhibition  of  Paintings  in  Scotland  by 

Artists  ; Exhibition-room  at  Mr.  Core’s  Lyceum,  Hicolson  Street ; 
time,  1808  ; Edinburgh.’  This  and  the  two  former  volumes  were 
presented  by  Sir  George  Harvey,  P.R.S.A.  The  concluding  volume 
of  4 Costumes  Historiques  des  xvie,  xvne,  et  xvme  Sikcles  Dessin^s,’ 
par  E.  Lechevallier-Chevignard  (Paris,  1873).  4 Rotes  on  Highland 

Targets,  and  other  Shields,’  by  James  Drummond,  RS.A.  (one  of 
fifty  copies  privately  printed,  Edinburgh,  1873);  presented  by  the 
author.  4 Canonical  Histories,  and  Apocryphal  Legends  relating  to 
the  Hew  Testament,’  represented  in  Drawings,  with  a Latin  Text. 

4 A Photo-lith  Reproduction  from  an  Ambrosian  ms.,  executed  for 
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James  Gibson-Craig,  Esq.,  by  Angelo  Della  Croce,  with  Preface  and 
Notes  by  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Ceriani,  C.O.,  Librarian  of  the  Ambrosian 
Library.  Privately  printed.  Milan  : Printed  by  J.  B.  Pogliani  and 
Co.,  1873.’  Presented  by  James  T.  Gibson-Craig,  Esq.  ‘Artis 
Farrago : Illustrations  of  Human  Life  from  Pictures,  by  Wm. 
Macduff,  Edinburgh.  Andw.  Elliot.’  Presented  by  the  Author. 

“ The  attendance  at  the  Library  has  been  about  the  average  of 
former  years.  James  Drummond,  Librarian. 

J.  M.  Barclay,  Curator 

IY.  The  Council  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that 
the  work  of  the  Life  School  has  been  prosecuted  with  much 
success  during  the  past  Session.  The  Visitors’  Report  is  as 
follows : — 

“ The  Visitors  of  the  Life  School  have  the  gratification  to  report 
to  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Royal  Scottish  Academy  that 
the  Session  of  1872-73  has  been  very  successful,  probably  more  so 
in  attendance  and  progress  than  any  previous  one.  The  Evening 
Class  opened  on  the  30th  October  1872,  and  closed  on  the  3d  July 
1873,  having  extended  to  103  nights,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  nearly  13  a night.  The  Morning  Class  opened  on  the  3d  of 
May,  and  closed  on  the  1st  of  July,  having  extended  to  28  days — 
with  an  average  attendance  of  between  10  and  11  each  day.  In 
the  Drawings  there  may,  last  year,  have  been  one,  or  perhaps  two, 
superior  to  any  done  in  the  past  Session;  but  the  Visitors  are  of 
opinion  that  the  bulk  of  those  now  exhibited  are  in  advance  of 
those  of  former  years,  while  in  number  they  greatly  exceed  those  of 
any  previous  Session.  The  Studies  in  Oil  show  a very  marked 
degree  of  progress  in  the  general  body  of  the  Students,  and  at  no 
former  Exhibition  have  they  been  nearly  so  numerous.  The  conduct 
of  all  the  Students  has  been  characterized  by  the  greatest  diligence, 
perseverance,  and  propriety — the  Visitors  having  reason  to  be  much 
pleased  with  their  behaviour  in  every  respect. 

Kenneth  MacLeay,  Visitor. 

William  M ‘Taggart,  Visitor. 

C.  Paul  Chalmers,  Visitor .” 

Last  year  the  Prizes  offered  to  Students  included  two  from 
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the  Stuart  Prize  Fund,  of  the  value  of  £25  and  £14  respec- 
tively, these  sums  being  available  in  consequence  of  no 
Prize  having  been  awarded  from  this  Fund  for  the  preceding 
year.  For  the  past  Session  only  one  Prize  was  offered,  of 
the  value  of  £23,  2s.  2d.,  the  competition  being  under  the 
same  regulations  as  those  given  in  last  years  Report. 

Three  Drawings,  and  one  Alto-Relievo,  were  submitted  in 
competition  for  the  Prize.  After  careful  consideration,  the 
Council  resolved  to  divide  the  Prize  between  Mr.  Robert 
MacGregor  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Lethem,  the  authors  respec- 
tively of  the  Drawings  “Samson  Betrayed,”  and  a Scene 
from  “ All’s  Well  that  ends  Well.” 

The  Council  have  been  somewhat  disappointed  with  both 
the  number  and  quality  of  the  Works  sent  in  competition 
for  this  important  Prize.  They  would  strongly  recommend 
Students  in  future  competitions  to  attempt  less  important 
and  complex  Designs,  and  to  confine  themselves  to  com- 
positions embracing  fewer  figures. 

The  Academy’s  Prizes  have  been  awarded  as  follows : — 

For  the  best  Painting  from  the  Life,  Me  J.  C.  Noble. 

For  the  second  best,  . . . Mr.  J.  R.  Reid. 

For  the  best  Drawing  from  the  Life,  Mr.  J.  White. 

For  the  second  best,  . . . Mr.  Geo.  M.  Paterson. 

For  the  best  Anatomical  Drawing,  . Mr.  J.  R.  Reid. 

The  Keith  Peize — 

To  the  most  meritorious  Student,  . Mr.  J.  C.  Noble. 

The  Council  considered  the  Paintings  of  Mr.  Wallace  and 
the  Anatomical  Drawings  of  Mr.  MacGregor  as  worthy  of 
special  commendation.  As  Mr.  Wallace  has  already  received 
the  first  Prize  for  Painting,  his  works  were  held  as  not 
entering  into  the  competition. 

V.  The  Members  of  the  Academy  had  the  pleasure  of 
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entertaining  at  dinner,  on  the  17th  of  April  last,  in  the 
Douglas  Hotel,  their  distinguished  Honorary  Member  and 
countryman,  Mr.  Thomas  Faed,  E.A. 

They  desired  by  this  act  to  manifest  their  cordial  recogni- 
tion not  only  of  his  great  professional  eminence,  but  also 
of  the  loyal  and  patriotic  spirit  he  has  always  shown  in 
contributing  with  a rare  liberality  to  the  Academy’s  Annual 
Exhibitions,  and  their  sense  of  the  many  personal  kindly 
qualities  by  which  his  name  has  become  endeared  to  every 
Scottish  Artist. 

The  dinner,  which  was  largely  attended,  was  confined  to 
the  Members  of  the  Academy,  with  the  sole  exceptions  of  the 
Lord  Provost,  and  the  brother  of  the  Artist,  Mr.  James 
Faed. 

YI.  The  Academy  has  at  various  times,  through  their 
President  and  Council,  felt  called  on  to  give  public  expres- 
sion to  their  opinion  on  matters  affecting  the  beauty  and 
amenity  of  Edinburgh.  During  the  past  year  an  occasion 
occurred  which  seemed  to  them  to  warrant  similar  action  on 
their  part. 

In  carrying  out  the  works  sanctioned  by  the  Edinburgh 
Improvement  Act,  in  the  widening  of  the  street  on  the 
north  side  of  the  University,  the  Trustees  had  acquired  the 
whole  of  the  property  in  Adam  Square.  It  became  known 
that  instead  of  retaining  the  area  of  this  square  as  an  open 
place,  the  Trustees  proposed  to  erect  buildings  upon  it  on  a 
line  with  the  present  houses  on  the  South  Bridge,  leaving 
unbuilt  on  only  such  portion  of  the  Square  as  fell  to  be 
added  to  the  breadth  of  North  College  Street,  now  to  be 
called  Chambers  Street.  To  the  Council  it  appeared  that 
this  arrangement  was  very  objectionable.  They  thought  that 
the  whole  of  the  open  space  should  be  preserved,  both  as 
valuable  in  itself,  and  because  it  would  afford  a more  full 
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view  of  the  imposing  mass  of  the  University  Buildings  than 
was  ever  before  obtainable.  They  accordingly  addressed  a 
Memorial  to  the  City  Improvement  Trustees  (the  Lord 
Provost  and  Town- Council),  setting  forth  their  opinion. 
This  Memorial  was  presented  by  the  President  and  Council 
in  person,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Herdman,  who  had  taken 
great  interest  in  the  matter.  The  deputation  was  courteously 
received  by  the  Trustees,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  stating 
in  detail  the  opinions  generally  expressed  in  their  Memorial. 
The  Council  regret  to  have  to  report,  however,  that  their 
representations  were  ineffectual,  and  that  the  Trustees  re- 
solved by  a small  majority  to  build  on  the  area  of  the 
square. 

The  non-success  of  their  action  in  this  matter  does  not 
lessen  the  sense  which  the  Council  entertain  of  the  obliga- 
gation  lying  on  the  Academy,  as  the  chief  representative  of 
Art  in  this  country,  to  watch  over  all  public  questions  in 
which  Art,  its  professors,  or  works  are  concerned,  nor  of  the 
importance  of  the  function  the  Academy  may  discharge  as 
a guardian  of  all  that  is  picturesque  or  beautiful  in  our 
city. 

VII.  The  Council  have  the  pleasure  of  recording  that 
through  the  kindness  and  courtesy  of  Major-General  Sir 
John  Douglas,  K.C.B.,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Forces  in 
Scotland,  and  of  Colonel  Burroughs,  commanding  the  93d 
Sutherland  Highlanders,  the  Exhibition  of  this  year  enjoyed 
the  distinction  which  has  long  been  conferred  on  the  Ex- 
hibitions of  the  Boyal  Academy,  London,  and  of  the  Eoyal 
Hibernian  Academy,  of  having  a military  sentry  placed  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Galleries. 

VIII.  The  Annual  General  Assembly  of  last  year  remitted 
to  the  Council  to  “ Prepare  the  Draft  of  a new  edition  of  the 
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Laws,  embracing  all  Laws  that  have  been  passed  since  the 
date  of  printing  the  present  edition,  and  all  alterations  that 
have  been  made  on  existing  Laws  since  the  same  date,  and 
to  consider  any  improvement  that  may  be  made  in  the 
arrangement  and  statement  of  the  Laws,  and  to  report.” 

This  duty  the  Council  have,  from  various  causes,  been 
unable  to  overtake,  but  they  trust  to  be  able  to  make  some 
progress  in  discharging  it  before  the  expiry  of  their  term  of 
office,  and  that  before  next  Annual  Meeting  a Draft  of  the 
re-arranged  Laws  may  be  submitted  to  the  Academy. 

IX.  It  is  seldom  that  the  Council  of  the  Academy  can 
issue  their  Annual  Beport  without  recording  the  death  of 
one  or  more  of  its  Members.  This  year  it  is  their  sad  duty 
to  note  the  decease  of  one  of  world-wide  reputation,  viz., 
Sir  Edwin  Landseer,  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  on  its 
roll  of  Honorary  Academicians,  and  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished artists  this  century  has  produced.  In  1866  the 
Academy  elected  Sir  Edwin  Landseer  an  Honorary  Member, 
and  never  was  honour  better  deserved  or  more  highly  appre- 
ciated. His  sense  of  this  distinction  was  warmly  expressed 
in  his  reply  to  the  Secretary  on  receiving  the  announcement 
of  his  election,  when,  after  thanking  the  Academy  very 
cordially  for  the  honour  they  had  done  him,  he  said,  “ Let 
me  assure  you  that  I feel  highly  flattered  by  the  compliment, 
and  feel  pride  and  pleasure  in  being  connected  with  ‘the 
birth-place  of  valour,  the  country  of  worth/  where  I have 
passed  the  best  years  of  my  life.  I am  even  bold  enough 
to  assert  that  in  the  Highlands  the  only  friendly  recep- 
tion I meet  with  annually  has  entirely  naturalized  me.” 
In  our  northern  clime  he  found  the  subjects  in  which  he 
delighted.  There,  too,  his  greatest  enjoyment  was  to  wander 
in  the  lonely  glens,  or  climb  to  the  steep  mountain-top,  in 
search  of  that  nature,  animate  and  inanimate,  with  which 
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his  heart  was  in  accord,  and  there  it  was  that  he  derived  the 
inspiration  which  prompted  the  greater  part  of  his  noblest 
productions.  With  him  everything  was  secondary  to  his 
ardent  pursuit  of  Art,  especially  that  branch  of  Art  which  he 
had  made  3 Lis  own,  and  in  which  it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  he  has  never  had  his  equal.  Other  artists  had  no  doubt 
painted  animals  in  their  outward  aspect  as  well  as  ever  he 
did,  but  no  one  seems  to  have  penetrated  into  their  inner 
life  so  fully.  His  pictures  are  not  mere  portraits  of  animal 
life.  They  have  a nobler  aim.  In  his  hand — while  distinctly 
retaining  their  individual  character  as  animals — they  become 
almost  human  in  expression  and  action.  Ho  one  understood 
so  well  as  he  did  the  working  of  that  mysterious  faculty 
which  we  call  instinct,  but  which  approaches  much  nearer 
to  the  human  intellect  than  many  of  us  are  ready  to  allow. 

The  career  of  Sir  Edwin  Landseer,  from  early  youth  to 
upwards  of  threescore  and  ten,  may  be  considered  one  of 
continued  success,  but  that  success  was  not  the  result  of 
chance,  good  fortune,  or  any  other  cause  than  long-continued 
and  loving  devotion  to  his  art.  The  Eoyal  Academy,  of 
which  he  was  so  eminent  a Member,  intend  to  exhibit  in 
their  rooms  a collection  of  his  works,  to  which  those  well 
qualified  to  judge  anticipate  that  at  least  six  or  seven 
hundred  pictures  will  be  sent.  As  these  will  form  but  a 
part  of  what  he  produced,  it  is  plain  that  if  there  be  a royal 
road  to  fame,  that  road  was  not  trodden  by  Edwin  Landseer. 
In  one  respect  he  may  be  said  to  have  been  very  fortunate, 
viz.,  in  having  upwards  of  three  hundred  engravings  made 
from  his  works,  most  of  them  by  loving  and  appreciative 
hands,  and  almost  all  under  his  own  personal  superintendence. 
Thus  thousands  were  made  familiar  with  his  works,  for  one 
who  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  original  pictures. 
Happy  is  the  artist  who  can  find  such  interpreters  in  light 
and  shade  as  our  great  animal  painter  had.  Edwin  Landseer 
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Las  gone  to  liis  rest,  ancl  left  a LrigLt  example  of  wliat  a true 
artist  ouglit  to  be  and  do.  He  Las  left  no  nobler  name  than 
Lis  on  our  Honorary  List,  and  it  will  be  long  ere  the  sad 
blank  caused  to  British  Art  by  Lis  death,  will  be  filled  up. 

X.  The  list  of  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Associate  bears 
the  names  of  twenty-five  artists ; but  as  no  vacancies  Lave 
taken  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  Associates  during  the  past 
year,  no  election  falls  to  be  made  at  the  Annual  General 
Meeting. 


XI.  The  Academy’s  collection  of  works  of  art  Las  been 
enriched  by  the  addition  of  a valuable  and  important  work, 
presented  to  the  Academy  by  a Committee  appointed  to  erect 
a suitable  memorial  to  the  late  Horatio  M‘Culloch,  B.S.A. 
It  is  a bust  in  marble  after  the  original  plaster  bust  modelled 
from  life  by  the  late  Patrick  Park,  E.S.A.  The  marble  is 
by  Mr.  D.  W.  Stevenson.  The  Council  do  not  doubt  that 
the  Academy  will  join  them  in  their  cordial  expression  of 
thanks  to  the  Committee,  for  a work  so  valuable  in  itself, 
and  rendered  doubly  valuable  to  the  Academy  as  a memorial 
of  one  so  distinguished  as  an  artist,  and  so  justly  endeared 
to  all  the  Members  of  the  Academy. 
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At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Scottish  Academy 
of  Painting,  Sculpture,  and  Architecture,  held  in  the  Academy 
Library,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  November  1873, 
the  Office-bearers  were  elected,  and  the  Council  declared  for  the 
ensuing  year,  as  follows,  viz. : — 


Council 


SIR  GEORGE  HARVEY,  President  and  Trustee. 

WALLER  H.  PATON,  Esq.  WM.  SMELLIE  WATSON,  Esq. 

WILLIAM  BRODIE,  Esq.  SIR  NOEL  PATON. 

JOHN  HUTCHISON,  Esq.  CHARLES  LEES,  Esq. 


J.  DICK  PEDDIE,  Esq.,  Secretary  and  Trustee. 
CHARLES  LEES,  Esq.,  Treasurer  and  Trustee. 


DAVID  BRYCE,  Esq., 


Trustee. 


KENNETH  MACLEAY,  Esq., 
ROBERT  HERDMAN,  Esq., 
JAMES  DRUMMOND,  Esq., 
WALLER  H.  PATON,  Esq., 
WILLIAM  BRODIE,  Esq., 
KENNETH  MACLEAY,  Esq., 
G.  P.  CHALMERS,  Esq., 


j-  Auditors. 
Librarian. 


Curators  of  Library. 


J.  M.  BARCLAY,  Esq  , 
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